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Chapter 1 - Getting Started

CHAPTER 1 - GETTING STARTED

1.1 Getting Started

This chapter explains how to begin your Power Apps journey, and what you can expect see along
the way.

The 3 Types of App

When you’re creating apps in Power Apps you have a choice of 3 main types:
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Blank canvas app Blank app based on Dataverse Power Pages website
Start with a blank screen, and design your app Build an app on top of data that's already Create a no-code website for internal or
visually by adding components to it. When stored in Dataverse — the smart, secure, and external audiences. Customize it to get the
you're ready, copnect it to data. Learn mare scalable low-code data platform. Learn more features and the look you want. Learn more
With a canvas app you start A model-driven app must be based on data stored Portal or Power Pages
from a blank screen, can link in the Microsoft Dataverse. You’re much more websites create external
to any types of data source restricted in what you can do, and many of the websites that securely
and have free rein to get your forms are created for you based on the structure interact with data stored
app to do whatever you want. of the model to which you’re connecting. in the Dataverse.

This course will only show you how to create canvas apps, which is what most Power
Apps developers will be looking to work with.

© Copyright 2025
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Chapter 1 - Getting Started

Some Examples of Canvas Apps

Here are two simple apps that you could create using Power Apps:

My favourite films
Cabaret Show Details
The Matrix Show Details
The Parent Trap Show Details

Add a film

e

This app lets you list out your favourite films, change their details and even
add new films. The films could be stored in a cloud-based Excel
workbook, a SQL Server database linked by a gateway, a SharePoint list
or any other data source accessible from the cloud.

Y

Edit this film

AL
LS _

Save Changes

Marmite - love it or hate it?

KWW WW

A

This very simple app uses a five-star
rating control, one of many such gizmos
that make Power Apps apps such a
pleasure to design and use. Clicking on
the button takes you to a second screen
giving your vote:

Thank you for voting - you
gave Marmite 1 out of 5

© Copyright 2025
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Chapter 1 - Getting Started

Getting Started

To use Power Apps you'll need to have a Microsoft 365 account. You can then log on to Power
Apps as follows (this is one of many ways):

» https-/fwww. office.com  § _
Microsoft 365:{%_00in 7 Find Yicrosaft 365 2pps -
M allahnrato for froo Yefth Anlin ﬁ Home
s @ e |
. . icrosoft 365 Outlock OneDrive Word + Create
a) Go to the office.com website.
» Ol B @ S
b) C“Ck on the Wafﬂe ICOﬂ at the PowerPoint OneNote SharePoint Teams a Apps
top left corner.
@ » & =k
Engage Poy Power fpps Power
. . . omate
c) Click on Power Apps (if this d) Click on this menu option to
doesn’t appear in the !ist, click £S5 see any apps already
on More apps to see it). More apps created for your account.
Choosing your Environment
The first thing you should do is to decide whether g Crvoment
you are creating apps just for yourself, or for your piseowlconKhgEuD
organisation or group:
elect environment X
Spaces to create, store, and work with data and apps.
Learn more
a) Click on your current environment at the top right of ‘ 0 search 7 Filter v

Power Apps.

s Build apps with Dataverse (2)

b) Choose whether you want to create an app for your
own personal use, or to share with other usersinyour | 1 p
group or company.

~ wiseowl.co.uk (default)

Andrew Gould's Environment

It is a non-trivial task to move an app from one environment to another, so it’s worth
making the correct decision about the home for your apps one of the first things that
you do!

Training
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-



Chapter 1 - Getting Started

1.2 Getting Help

Here are the sources of help which Wise Owl found most useful when learning Power Apps.

The Microsoft Website

Yes, really! Microsoft have put a AT O Ssearch a8
lot of effort into providing tutorials
on using Power Apps (the one on .
edit forms is especially good): @ Home Overview |

Experience level: All Content ~

4+ Create
Overview Courses Community

a) Click on this tab on the left-hand
side of the Power Apps home L —

_| m Lear;r‘j

page. B Apps Guided learning seeall < >
B Tables
- (iii)
M Solutions Module
b) Click on the help topic that you /M Customize a canvas app in Power Apps
want to see. —

There are a number of sophisticated pre- ; Start from template
. . Home
built apps that you can open and inspect: | M Offce
-+ Create —
& Leam@
a) Click on this button on the left side of the S A
Power Apps home page, and choose to B Tables = -
create an app.
o Flows Asset Checkout Baook A Room
@ SeEs # Canvas app # Canvas app
- More
y@arm
=
b) Scroll down to see the apps already created i:
for you to use, and choose one you like the
look of! At the time of writing there are 30 to Contacts Cost Estimator
choose from. 4 Camvasspp 7 Canvasapp
~
And finally, an honourable mention to Shane Young. There are many tutorials on
Power Apps online, but Shane’s were the ones we found most useful (plus he’s
engaging company, even if you will learn more about his dog than you want to!).
J
© Copyright 2025 A | WiseOwl Page 11
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Chapter 2 - Creating Apps

CHAPTER 2 - CREATING APPS

2.1 Our Simple Starter App

This chapter (and the next two) will show you how to create the following app:

Marmite - love it or hate it?

) 0 0 B B4

This app will contain two screens:

When you choose a star rating and click on the button to vote your
app will show the results on a separate screen:

Thank you for voting - you gave
Marmite 3 out of 5

®

Screen

Name we’ll use Notes

Marmite - love it or hate it?

MARMITE

\&/
% % % ¥k

This is the voting screen, where we record
scrVoteForm whether we like Marmite (the author
doesn’t).

Thank you for voting - you gave

Marmite 3 out of 5

This is the results screen, reflecting back

scrResults
our preferences.

Note that we’ll (mostly) use Modified Hungarian Notation to name things in our app
(a fancy way of saying that the first 3 letters of the thing’s name denote what sort of
a thing it is — so scr for Screen, for example).

© Copyright 2025
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Chapter 2 - Creating Apps

2.2 Working with Apps

Creating Apps

Assuming that you're in Power Apps, here’s how to create a new app from the home screen.

You can also create an app using the New app
button from the Apps menu.
options which do the same thing, albeit formatted

differently for some reason.

This gives menu —

 Home
M Learn

I B Apps

Power Apps

—+ New app. @ <

Apps

Apps Compone|

Choose to create an app:

i Power Apps

Create

() Home Create your app
+ Create @ Blank canvas app Blank app based on Dataverse Power Pages website
Start from Start with a blank screen, and design your app Build an app on top of data that's already Create a no-code website for interal or
[ Leain visually by adding components to it. When stored in Dataverse — the smart, secure, and extemal audiences. Customize it to get the
you're ready, connect it to data. Learn more scalable low-code data platform. Learn more features and the lock you want. Lesrn more
B app # Canvas 2 G Model-driven a @ Website > Power Pages
PP PP 9
M Tables
Flows Blank a PP
Creat, [3 Create in Power Pages
Create an app from scratc| 9
Ll Lt

\

a) Choose this
menu option.

b)

Choose to create
a new blank app.

c) Choose to create a canvas app (you can also see a
good description of model-driven and portal apps here).

& Canvas app from blank

P

d) Give your new app a name (we’ve called

this one Marmite questionnaire).

App name * o
L

| Marmite Questionnaire

Format

(O Tablet

@ Phone I

— |

e) Decide whether to create a tablet or

phone app (note that you can’t change

this later).

If you’re not sure it’s probably better to create a tablet app, since Power Apps will

usually do a good job of shrinking a tablet app to display sensibly on a phone. Some

people create two different versions of their apps (one for viewing on a tablet and

one for viewing on a phone).

~

© Copyright 2025
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Chapter 2 - Creating Apps

Saving Apps

Although you can save your app, because you’re working in Office 365 you don’t have to:

3[25"@D[%E|@

You can if you like click on this icon at the top right corner of your Power
Apps window to save your changes ...

. E_E') Save as
Properties

B S Save(Cules) Mot

Download a copy

. ... but if you click on this icon at the bottom left of
your screen to look at your app settings you'll be
able to see that by default your changes will be
saved every 2 minutes anyway:

screen ()

~ e

Settings

Opening Apps

General

Display

Canilat

General
| |

Auto save

Save changes every 2 minutes. This is a browser level setting.

@ -

A
A

X

Once you've created one or more apps, here’s how to open each:

iii  Power Apps £ Search
Il
-+ New app <4 > Play [= Ghare | ~ I— Export package |4

fnl Home

-+  Create

[0 Learn
| B Apps

fE  Tables
o Flows
E{ Solutions

More

&7 Power Platform

Apps
Start with Copilot

@ Use everyday words to describe what
your app should collect, track, list, or

manage

G

Start with data

Create new tabl
tables, or conngct
50UrCes.

Click on the app you want to
edit, then choose one of the
two options shown boxed.
Note that if you click on the
name of the app this won’t
work (it will play the app,
rather than allowing you to
edit it).

w My apps 82 Shared with me B An

fF MName

° e Marmite Questionnaire

V1 32,

a=

Closing Apps

The easiest way to close an app is often to use the Back button, since this will normally take you
back to the Power Apps home page:

When you try to leave this webpage (whether by using this
Back button or by closing down the page tab in your browser)

/6Back"9|\/ F‘D|V‘+Insert

you'll be prompted to keep any unsaved changes you’ve made: Toxt - J — ﬁ o
Unsaved changes X
Would you like to save these changes before leaving the app?
=a
© Copyright 2025 4 [ WiseOwl Page 14
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Chapter 2 - Creating Apps

2.3 App Settings

When you create an app you can give it a name and an icon and choose whether you want to view
it in portrait or landscape mode. Here are 2 ways to access these settings:

You can click on this icon at the |
/ bottom left corner of the screen ... Theme ~ 8 Background coly

E (A Background image >

_

'Q‘ €§3 Settl'ng{bl,j
... or click on the 3 dots to the | D App version history
right of the ribbon at the top of the
screen and choose Settings. > Open

Changing the Name and Icon

Here’s how to change the name of _ Genaral
your app, and assign an icon to it: Settings

Name

General Marmite Questionnaire @

Click on this link to change your app’s

cription

. Display
name. Provide a description to help end-users find and use your app.
. Briefly describe what the app does
Edit app name X L
Updates y
App name
] ] Support App icon
Marmite Questionnaire
MARMIT
&9,

Choose an icon from the list (you can |
con

also choose to add your own, as |
we've done here). m Add image

Setting Screen Size (Tablet Apps Only)

If you’re building a tablet app, you can say how big your target screen is:

a) Choose to show the Display settings. Settings Display
[ Microsrfe
General I I
\Jisplay
Copilot Orientation
‘ O Landscape ~ |
Updates
Size
S
upport [ 16:9 Default /Ji't/> vl
. , . 16:
b) Say what size of screen you're aiming for /wkm'/
(you should also consider the settings — 3:2 Surface Pro 3
shown on the next page at this point). 1610 Widescreen
4 | WiseOwl Page 15
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Chapter 2 - Creating Apps

Changing and Locking Orientation

Apps are much easier to design if you can fix their view to either landscape or portrait:

a) Choose to change the display
settings for your app.

b) Choose whether to view it in portrait
or landscape mode.

c) Locking your screen aspect ratio
makes designing apps easier, but
means your apps may look strange
on (for example) square screens.

d) Locking the orientation means that
when a user rotates their phone,
your app won’t change. You'll need
to confirm it this setting:

Lock orientation

Locking the orientation may reduce the accessibility of
your app for some users.

cance{

Display

Settings

\§an9m| Orientation
. Y Landscape R ‘
Display
Size

Copilot

‘ 16:9 Default v ‘

Updates
Scale to fit

Support Scales the app to fit available space. Turning this off allows

screens and controls to fill the available space.

@ o

Lock aspect ratio

Locking this automatic
and width to prevent dist

@ o

Lock orientation

maintains the ratio between height

Locking crientation keeps the screen in itScurrent orientation,

even when the device is rotated.
\ @ o

e) Suppose you are designing a phone app, and a user runs it on their large laptop screen. What should happen?
If you have Scale to fit turned On (as here), Power Apps will increase the size of all of your controls to fill the
screen, which will probably look strange; if you have it turned off, Power Apps will use responsive layout to
redraw controls on the screen according to its size. This will give better results, but will mean that you have to
consider responsive screen layout throughout your app design.

For an easy life, turn all of the options on (as shown above).
professional app, you should probably turn all 3 options off and build responsive
design into every screen of your app (no small undertaking), as described in a
separate chapter later in this courseware.

To design a

© Copyright 2025
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Chapter 2 - Creating Apps

24 The Power Apps Screen

Here’s how the Power Apps screen looks:

Click on this icon to hide or
display the left-hand menu bar.

The toolbar changes according to
what you have selected.

Tree view allows you to see each
screen and its constituent parts.

Power Apps | Marmite (Editing)

& Back D | v [E|v|+|nsertv fEdinng‘ﬂ ) Q}|@ > B v
ans ~ J = _ﬁc ‘ ov |‘\Iavigate(scrﬁ‘esu£ts) | v
E Tree view X Properties X
Screens  Components Marmite - love it or hate it?
£ Tree view —_— sutton (D
k|
| R search bnVote
+ Insert + N o
i Display Advanced
8 baa > B Aep
~ [ scryoteForm A/
£l Media Display mode Edit ~
bnVote 0 ~ ~
A Vote now ..
2P  Power Automate T rigvote ® ) Visible On m
2 imgMarmite Position
(X) Variables & i & A
itle
sie
T Advanced taals > O scrResults Width Height
Search Top EBottom
Left Right
@ Settings
Ask a virtual agent ‘ - ————— + &% f
_— Border — v]|2 ]

The formula bar shows the
value of current properties.

You can use the slider to
zoom in and out of your view.

The Properties window allows you to see —
and change — the properties of selected items.

© Copyright 2025
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Chapter 2 - Creating Apps

2.5 Working with Screens

You need to create a separate screen for each page of your app (our Marmite app has two screens).

Adding (and Moving) Screens

To add a screen:

TNee e a) Choose to insert a new screen Tree view X
(regardless of what you currently
Screens Components have selected, Power Apps will insert S5 (GO
the new screen at the end of the ‘ O search
2 Search current list of screens). =
+ MNew screen ™
+ New screen ﬁ : =
[ ]
> B] APP ) ——
~ [ scrVioteForm &= -
@ briVote Scrollable List
b) Choose what sort of screen you want (for this app we used Blank
for the first screen and Success for the second). o =
Jry
° Success Tutorial
: Thank you for voting - you
gave Marmite 1 out of 5
Moving Screens
Remarkably, you can’t drag and drop screens to + New screen v ‘
change their order, so instead use this menu:
> B App ‘
» [ scrivateForm ‘
~ [] scrResults
[# LblSuccessMsg1 T~ Move up{g_,.lj
[B Paste
Click on these 3 dots to move this screen up (or down) the A iconCirclel
list. 0 Duplicate screq
© Copyright 2025 A | WiseOwl Page 18

&7 Training

-



A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

A | WiseOwl

Training

www.wiseowl.co.uk | (0161) 883 3606 | sales@wiseowl.co.uk


mailto:sales@wiseowl.co.uk

What we do!

ETS Advanced Systems /

training training consultancy

Microsoft Excel ?
VBA macros ?
Office Scripts ?

m

Microsoft Access

Power BI and DAX

| ]
i
g

Power Apps E“

Power B, etc

g
]

Power Automate (both)

SQL ? E_‘{ &_J
a;) Reporting Services j E g
g Report Builder j E ¥
- I — I
g Integration Services &_“ g &_A

Analysis Services ?

Visual C#

VB programming

MySQL

Python

4 | WiseOwl
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